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Times are
changing
W

Domestic violence taking its toll

S

o far this year, British
Columbia has stood
witness to a brutal
outbreak of domestic
violence murders, attempted
murders and suicides that
have left 20 people dead,
just since January.
Among the deceased are
13 women, six men and
one child. All the women
and the child were victims
of senseless homicides,
and among the men, five
committed suicide after
killing their spouses and
one was a new boyfriend
killed by an ex-spouse.
Another 11 people were
seriously injured and
hundreds of family, friends
and co-workers are left
devastated by the loss of
someone they loved.
Domestic violence deaths
alone though don’t tell the
whole story. With every
death, there are thousands
more women living right
now in B.C. trying to cope
and find ways to maintain
their safety in a province
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GUEST SHOT

hen Premier Christy Clark travelled to
the Nemiah Valley in the Chilcotin to
meet with the leaders of the Tsilhqot’in
people on Sept. 10, it marked the second historical
event for the First Nation in the past four months.
The Sept. 10 visit was the first time a B.C. premier
has met with a First Nation on its traditional land.
It was also the beginning of a new chapter in the
relationship between the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in British Columbia.
Clark signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU)
with the Tsilhqot’in people showing the government’s commitment to work together with the First
Nation to achieve a “just and lasting reconciliation”
and setting the stage for long-term negotiations.
Discussion focused on the first historic achievement for the Tsilhqot’in – the Supreme Court of
Canada’s decision in June stating the First Nation
had Aboriginal title to its traditional territory.
The premier said the Supreme Court of Canada
had provided the province with clarity, direction, and a profound opportunity to build a more
positive relationship between the province and the
Tsilhqot’in Nation.
“The way forward starts with a renewed and
strengthened vision of First Nations as partners
in the economic, political and social future of this
province.”
The LOU outlines the steps that need to be taken
to achieve this common goal between the province
and the Tsilhqot’in people.
It has been a long journey for the Tsilhqot’in to
achieve Aboriginal title to their land, starting with
the Chilcotin War in 1864/65 when the First Nation’s chiefs were hung for attempting to stop nonAboriginals from crossing their lands to get to the
gold fields in the Cariboo.
On Sept. 11, First Nations leaders from across the
province met with cabinet members.
They said the Supreme Court decision established
a new reality and legal landscape for our transformed relationship.
It’s clear the Aboriginal people of the province
believe they deserve to be equal partners with the
Crown in the development of B.C.
They also believe it is time to start down the path
to making this partnership a productive reality.
We can only hope Premier Clark and her B.C
Liberal government are up to the task, and this isn’t
a political Band Aid.
All British Columbians will have to show the patience, understanding and resolve to carve out this
new partnership.
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billions, for police, health
and education over the last
10 years, but increases to
anti-violence services have
been close to zero. We need
to understand that both
lives and money are saved
when early intervention
programs like community
victim assistance, outreach
and counselling are in place.
Numerous reports have
identified that these services
save lives and save tax
payers billions of dollars by
intervening before violence
becomes deadly and much
more costly.
The premier has been
calling for a violence-free
B.C. and we support this call.
However, we cannot do this
without money. Policy alone
doesn’t save lives; people and
services save lives.
Tracy Porteous is the
executive director of the
Ending Violence Association
of BC. She has worked
tirelessly for over 30 years to
end violence against women
and children.
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